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As shaped by God, Man has been created to be
a restless forward-looking creature, who cannot
survive the present without the future quest,
predicting outcomes ofhis conduct and deeds.
When we fall ina squeezing hardship, we hope and
prospectthe happy denouement from God, in an
attempt to easevehement pressures on spirits.

First, let usacknowledge thatthe future in the very
composition of its details is a merely transcendental
secret known only by God, yet our familiarity with
the present lived and the established norms on
humankind and universe, enable us to unravel the
wide complicated paths, on which daily events go.

This is a relatively afforded practice to humanity,
i.e. future is an extension to the present with partial
changes, as what we sow today, we reap tomorrow.

The question is, why not prospect progress
in domains including the solar energy, water
desalination, electronic games and communications,
given the fact that nowadays we have thousands
of scholars and scientists working unremittingly
and are attempting to make breakthroughs in their
disciplines. Why not prospect progress while every
day we hear predictions of a rosier future to await.

Indeed, we acknowledge that the philosophy
grounding the civilizational evolution, defines
evolution as amimic of the more informedby the less
informed. In plain words, if we are to put prospects
regarding a village and its social and urban, we
shall simulatethe civil life in the city, and if we are
to put prospects for a city, we have to consider the
present of the Capital, and if we are to predict for
a capital, we shall review the present of a major -
modernized state Capital, this is how it goes. This
does not embodya resemblance attempt, rather a
recommendation for patterning these modelsand
getting closer to magnify the details.

In this regard, | would figure out some
prospectedglimpses in two spheres, including but
not limited,

1)Faith

The nowadays Muslims’ infatuation of atheistic
and materialist doctrines has relatively declined to
a larger extent, yet fascination is still increasingly
persistent regarding the Western life style in
entertainment and pleasure. As we see, modern
progress today is of a materialist essence not much
spiritual.

| do believe, henceforth, the matters over the
next two decades will not be favored as the
present civilizational rise is apparently manifested
in materialism sweeping and shaking the moral
and spiritual promotion. History taught us

that more progress, the more absorption in
pleasure,possessions and worldly goods, leading to
an infinite luxury.

Unquestionably, we are not talking about
inevitable consequences, yet these are general
facts of several exceptions, also we are not quite
sure about the educational and instructional
outcomes. Nevertheless, the Muslim family is
always required -before anyone - to establish
all bases resisting deviation from the true divine
path and to confront the forthcoming challenges
In light of the rising universal awareness, however,
the indicators show that the younger generations
will be brought upwith poor religious knowledge,
threatening of a lack of observation of themajor
goals any Muslim living on earth should work to
attain.

2)Societal level

Certainly, the community remains the major
impacting force on man’s life. Moreover, from the
moment man is born, his nature ischaracterized of
being malleable that can be perfectly molded by
the hands of family and society. Some prospects
on social level are taken based on the outstanding
phenomena represented in thesignificant -if not
discreditable-waning ofesteem towards senior
people, observationof good morals and social
norms, thematter, which opens doors in front of
personal freedom promotion, and the establishment
of new doctrine that works on minimizing the
society’s control over the individual. In addition,
one can touch the fragile kinship- some communities
witness whole absence of healthy kinship. One of the
changes also, is the limited number of friend circles,
rather associated with deep amicable friendship, if
any. In the past, people used to hold congregational
ceremonies for weddings andbolster each other in
hardships. Instead,modern individual celebrations
are heldamidnarrower circles of friends. Showing
care towards others and people in adversities are
retreating at remarkably alarming rates.

Every one of us should always speak in gentle and
civilized manner; consider others as part of peaceful
co-existence endeavors in any society.

Such prospects looming in horizons need hands to
join and pedagogues and educators must work to
found a deep recognition to help future generations
scout useful opportunities and confront challenges,
this cannot be attainable  without the erudite
knowledge from well-founded pedagogy references.
In fact, the sound educational culture preserves us
from repeated faults and quells sluggish response
to challenges.
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His atiribute The Omnipotent (Al Qadir), leaving
other aftributes including Ar-Rahim and the Ever-
Forbearing.

A Muslim shouldn’t mistake by worshipping Allah
through the attribute the All-Giver, neglecting the
other attribute The Preventer, or either the Most-
Merciful, while neglecting His attribute The Avenger
.. A Muslim is ordered to worship and appeal to
Allah by all His divine attributes.

The Holy Qur’an says, “And (all) the Most Beautiful
Names (attributes) belong to Allah, so call on Him
by them,

That among Allah’s attributes and beautiful names
Ar-Rahim, the Most Merciful and the
Most  Generous, a learner s
required to simulate them
in his conduct.
The attributes
bear
connotations
of avenge,
tforment,
reckoning
and

that

accountability, a Muslim should dread them.
Also, attributes that denote knowledge and
cognizance, like All-Knower, All Hearer and All-
Seer, one should be humble before the infinite and
limitless knowledge of Allah, and fear the moment
that Allah may be displeased with Him if found his
servant in a prohibited place, or heard forbidden
talks like lies or abominable acts, or witnessed a sin
or dissoluteness...
Generally, the parent and the educator should be
keen on reviving the positive effects of the beautiful
attributes of Allah in the hearts, like stirring the
feelings of love and hatred, fear and hope, desire
and dread, repentance and reverence, etc. Parents
should teach their sons that no life can go without
faith, on which they live and are asked to sacrifice by
wealth and soul, because a Muslim should prioritize
Allah’s love in his heart, as the Qur’an states,
“But those who believe are stronger in love for
Allah” Chapter 2: 165.Beacuse, it is through love of
Allah that a heart should be filled, one can be able
to apprehend what Allah has ordained in (His Holy
Qur’an), He is asked to put all pleasures afforded on

earth on one hand and places Iman (faith)

on the other side, then strike a

balance.

Allah, in the
Qur'an has left choice for
people, Say, [O Muhammad], «If your
fathers, your sons, your brothers, your
wives, your relatives, wealth which you have
obtained, commerce wherein you fear decline,
and dwellings with which you are pleased are
more beloved to you than Allah and His Messenger
and jihad in His cause, then wait until Allah executes
His command. And Allah does not guide the
defiantly disobedient people.» Chapter 9: 24
Love is the real connection between Allah and His
servant, “He loves them and they (the believers)
love Him”, Chapter 5: 54.. Love, is the spirit floating
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o Man

By: Muhammad Badri
Translated by : Taherah Amer

We always look to our children and wish if there
had been a conduct-designer to specify colors of all
fine behaviors or provide “spare parts” replacing
the non-favored ones acted by our children.

How far..! It is impossible to find a conduct-designer
acting like a tailor. Even, we are not granted the
option of customized selection of behaviors as we
do in picking our children’s clothes. Simply, it is the
human effort we exert, and through which God
would change our children’s behaviors we do not
favor..

At all events, we must emphasize that education
is a mission, not a tailoring process of human
agreeing our whims, rather a capacity building and
rehabilitation processes to adapt to life employing
the very most of spiritual and materialist faculties in
this life, in a manner reflecting obedience to God
and presenting a role model for humanity...However,
how can we attain the target, while we are in dire
need for helping our children get released from the
obedience of other humans?

Faith is the main foundation that constitute our son’s
conscience and engraves the morals of thinking,
psyche and the code of ethics. Therefore, a valid
education approach starts with establishing faith in
the hearts of our sons, to attain in a hierarchical
manner the stage of refining morals

As described by Ibn Taymiyyah, the etching of true
faith in hearts can only be done through bearing
love towards “common people”, which brings over
God’s love as a reward showing benevolence
towards His servants.. Such love is an undeniable
fact, as hearts are imprinted with the love of those
who are merciful to them .

A father/educator should
teach his son/learner about
the so many blessings and
gifts bestowed by God
to humankind, and talk
about the commitment of
a Muslim to worship Allah
the Almighty. He is asked to
act according to the morals
ordained by Islam.
Moreover, he is asked to tell
him/her: Allahisthe Creator,
Sustainer, Guarantor,
Bestower, Merciful, and the
Ever-Affectionate, and in
terms of modest worship and obedience to Him a
Muslim must abide by the imperatives that please
God.

Allah the Almighty is the Most Supreme and High,
for the sake of exalting Him and working for His
satisfaction a Muslim must be obedient for any deed
that pleases Him.

Allah the Almighty is the All-Knower, for He knows
all secrets and minor secrets, even self-talks, and
reckons every deed done by man. Meanwhile,
Allah is the Subjugator and the Predominant, no
one can flee from Allah, He protects while none
can protect against Him. Also, He is the Just who
punishes for sins with sharp justice and rewards for
good deeds abundantly, thus for fearing Allah’s
might and anticipating His rewards, a Muslim must
observe every deed pleasing Allah.

Some hearts are characterized by humble and
placating nature for the sustenance and protection
they receive from Allah, the Bestower, the Creator,
the Protector , the Supreme Answerer, and the
Mereciful.

Some hearts tremble from fear and exaltation of
Allah, the Sublime, if He would see his servant in an
unfavorable state.

Some abstain from wrong deeds, fearing God’s
wrath and seeking His mercy and abundant reward.
Those pious people observe the obligations and
prohibitions due to their pure knowledge of divinity .
Similarly, the learner would be acquainted with the
attributes of Allah, praise Him as He deserves, until
faith in Allah becomes etched in mind and heart,
impacting man and reflecting his good deeds, not
just a mere theory kept in the midst of brain.

A Muslim, thus, worshipping Allah by His attributes
cannot worship with a single attribute neglecting
the other, he/she cannot worship Allah with

1-See “Al Ummah Al-lslamiyyah min At-Tabae'iya ila Ar-Riyada”, chapter “Al Taribya A-s

2-Majmu’ Al Fatawa- Ibn Taymiyyah
3-Muqawimat At-Taswour Al-lslami - Sayed Qotb p.219
4-Madarij As-Salekin -Ibn Al-Qaiyim. p. 452




If man rejects to subject to Allah’s orders, and
worship anyone than Allah, obeying the other’s
obligations and prohibitions, this shows the he does
not acknowledge Allah’s supremacy and that he’s
the sole creator.

In such a case he is placing someone in the position
of divinity, worshipping it through pursuing his halals
and harams .... Obedience must be devoted only to
God, the Qur’an exemplifies the case saying “They
(Jews and Christians) have taken their scholars
and monks as lords besides Allah , and [also]
the Messiah, the son of Mary. And they were not
commanded except to worship one God; there is
no deity except Him. Exalted is He above whatever
they associate with Him.” Chapter 9:

Prophet Muhammad (Peace be Upon Him) defines
the meaning of worship (Ibadah), clearly manifested
in mere submissiveness to what is prohibited (haram)
and what is halal. In the story of the companion
Adey Ibn Hatem (May Allah be pleased with him),
once visited the Prophet (Peace be upon Him) while
he was reciting this verse, They (Jews and Christians
have taken their scholars and monks as lords besides
Allah , and [also] the Messiah, the son of Mary. And
they were not commanded except to worship one
God; there is no deity except Him. Exalted is He
above whatever they associate with Him.”

He then asked the Prophet (Peace be Upon Him)
that they couldn’t have worshipped them, could
they?!

The Prophet (Peace be upon him) said: Nay, they
did, because they (scholars and monks) prohibited
what was halal and allowed what was haram, this is
their worship..

Adey |bn Hatem (May Allah be pleased with him),
in his question, preconceived that worship means
only prostration and kneeling, that’s why he denied
they (Jews and Christians) might have worshipped
their scholars as such, however the Prophet (Peace
be upon him) explicated the worship of scholars and
monks is represented in their prescriptions of what
is halal and what is haram against reference to
the revelation from Allah, this is rendered as Shirk,
even if they knee and prostrate.. Allah accepts our
worship when we establish His Shar’ia sent to us.
Allah expounded that appealing to anyone than
Him in the Qur’an

“Or have they other deities who have ordained for
them a religion to which Allah has not consented?
But if not for the decisive word, it would have

been concluded between them. And indeed, the
wrongdoers will have a painful punishment.”
Chapter 42:21

Similarly, the third form of Shirk- is associating a
partner in Allah’s love and loyalty ..

This is exemplified in the love of polytheists and
disbelievers. A Muslim should only be loyal to Allah,
His messenger and the believers,

Allah says in the Holy Qur’an,

“O you who have believed, take not those who have
taken your religion in ridicule and amusement among
the ones who were given the Scripture before you
nor the disbelievers as allies. And fear Allah , if you
should [truly] be believers. (Chapter 5: 5557-)
Through the apprehension of these concepts,
an educator should engrave them deeply in the
heart and mind of his son, that a Muslim should
always raise the slogan, “Loyalty to Allah, His
Messenger, religion and believers and disavowal
from any servant or follower opposing Allah and
His Messenger”.

A Muslim should accomplish his worship by
accepting the Shari’a and rejecting any other man-
enacted constitution or positive law. He is asked to
reject any doctrine that does not fulfil submissiveness
to Allah and fights its promulgators. He should keep
such hatred until Allah decrees an egress for him
. Because showing disavowal towards polytheists is
the minimal level a Muslim may pursue in defending
his religion, releasing himself from the grip of
worshipping people.. A man cannot be, or even
born free, unless he is liberated from the dominance
of a human like him and unless equality is established
on all people.

In short, this is the message of Islam, as described
by Rab’i ibn Amer (May Allah be pleased with
him), “Allah has sent us to liberate people from
worshipping people to worshipping Allah, from the
tyranny of cults to the justice of Islam and from the
difficulty of worldly life to the forgivingness of the
life and the hereafter”.

5-Al Ummah Al-lslamiyyah min At-Tabae'iya ila Ar-Riyada- p100
6-Fi Dhilal Al Qur’an, Sayed Qotb p.918

7-Ras’ail Ibn Taimiyyah p.33

8-Muqgawimat At-Taswour Al-lslami - Sayed Qotb

9-See “Limaza Narfoudh Al-Almaniyyah”

10-Al Ummah Al-lslamiyyah min At-Tabae’iya ila Ar-Riyada
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like a gentle tranquil breeze.. Love is the linkage
between believers and their Lord...” A servant’s
love to His Lord is an unknown blessing to those who
have never experienced”...If Allah’s love to one of
His servants deemed a tremendous blessing and an
all-embracing gift, yet Allah’s guidance to a servant
and assisting him to taste His love is a matchless and
a giant boon.

That Allah’s love to His servant is inexpressible, and
beyond description, the servant’s love to His Lord
hardly could be elucidated, and it is beyond speech,
save only few expressions from faithful lovers.

This is the realm that recluse people of honest Sufis
excelled in as they are very few- amid masses
pretending to observe Sufism..

Rab’aa Al Adawiyah, the famous Sufi eremite, was
very eloquent in conveying such a unique love, she
says in her poem:

As long as you're sweet, let life be bitter

As long as you're pleased, let all men be wroth

As long as there’s a bond between me and you

Let all between me and the worlds be in ruins

If truly you love me, then all things are easy

And let all that’s over the dust, be dust

Verily, Allah is the Most Merciful,,, Allah says
in the Qur‘an, “And when My slaves ask you (O
Muhammad) concerning Me, then (answer them),
| am indeed near (to them by My Knowledge). |
respond to the invocations of the supplicant when he
calls on Me (without any mediator or intercessor).
So let them obey Me and believe in Me, so that they
may be led aright.” Chapter 2:186

Also says,

Say: «If ye do love Allah, follow me: Allah will
love you and forgive you your sins; for Allah is Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.» (Chapter 2: 31).....
Hearts can never find happiness, nor acquire
complete delectation save with Allah’s love and
appealing to Him by performing what He loves... His
love cannot be fulfilled unless every other beloved
comes next and can never match Allah’s rank , this
is essence of testimony “There is No God But Allah”

In fact abandoning love of any other than Allah,
is the strength that empowers the Muslim to
reject psychologically the Shirk (polytheism) and
disavowing it and its embracers. The renunciation of
Shirk is the prerequisite for accepting belief in Islam
in the Hereafter, as Prophet Muhammad (Peace be
upon him) said,

“Anyone who dies worshipping none along with
Allah will definitely enter Paradise.”

“Narrated by Imam Muslim. Also believing in Allah
only is the prerequisite for empowerment on Earth
as Allah says in the Qur’an, “Allah has promised, to
those among you who believe and work righteous
deeds, that He will, of a surety, grant them in the

land, inheritance (of power), as He granted it to
those before them; that He will establish in authority
their religion - the one which He has chosen for them;
and that He will change (their state), after the fear
in which they (lived), to one of security and peace:
‘They will worship Me (alone) and not associate
aught with Me. °If any do reject Faith after this, they
are rebellious and wicked.” Chapter 24: 55

The educator can reach the stage of the psychological
rejection of Shirk through narrating the story of
Lugman, the Wiseman, who used to advise his son,
“Lugman said to his son by way of instruction: «O
my son! join not in worship (others) with Allah: for
false worship is indeed the highest wrong-doing.»
Chapter 31: 13

Such abstention from loving anyone save Allah
empowers the Muslim mentally and psychologically

to reject shirk (Polytheism: worshipping other than
Allah)

Shirk can be represented in three forms:

There is a Shirk, where one can be close to
worshipping idols and present them oblations, while
he knows that they are not God but believes they
are of a close position to Allah, or he may believe
that some creatures are closer than God, that’s why
he is trying to approach them!!

He may get down to an idol and wipe over it,
present oblations despite his certainty that such an
Idol is not God.

I say: Verily, you can find the evidence of the Shirk
practiced around the mausoleums and around
the sepulchral of the pious worshippers of Allah
(Awliyaa) by many people even in the Abode of
Islam...

Look to those who conceal inside their hearts the
fear of the wrath of the Sheikhs they revere!!

This is typically what the Qur’an describes, “And
those who take protectors besides Him [say], «We
only worship them that they may bring us nearer to
Allah in position.» Indeed, Allah will judge between
them concerning that over which they differ. Indeed,
Allah does not guide he who is a liar and [confirmed]

disbeliever.”
Chapter 39: 3

The second form of Shirk - is the shirk of worship
and imitation.. Which | shall explicate in few words;
the one feels really the glory of Allah the Creator
of Universe and the Dominant above all, would feel
promptly that he’s servant who cannot transgress
worship of Allah.. This feeling leads to an end,
namely; worshipping God The Everlasting, alone,
without any partner. Thus, He should be obeyed in
what He prescribed and prohibited.
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education management and philosophy.

4)A wide cleavage between generations of fathers-
who were in charge of educational process and
their sons - and another between the learners
and educators, in schools, mosques and various
educational institutions.. Such a cleavage is a real
obstacle before learning, what are the solutions to
bridging between these actors?

A connection can be created through educating
the parents and educators, along with qualifying
them in understanding current generations and their
inclinations and ideal method of absorbing them.

5)The cleavage can be rendered as the responsibility
of seniors alone?

The responsibility is not educators’ alone, yet they
represent the leaders of the educational scene, their
function is motivating learners, help them assume
their duties to reduce the span between generations.
They have to develop the appropriate approaches
and education curricula, in efforts of bridging gaps.

6)In the light of significant balking in taking efficient
responsibilities by educators, is it preferable
to instruct educators to move to self-education
rather than functioning as educators? How far is it
appropriate?

Education is not only a process of knowledge
accumulation through reading and self-learning. In
fact, knowledge achievement is a tool, yet cannot
cover the education process, which is deemed a
process of character building. This sophisticated
effort must be accomplished through tactful
planning, execution, assessment and review. In
addition, communication is very important aspect in
character building, as many principles be can’t be
etched in minds without a real role model.

7)What is the solution?

The solution is double-tiered:

First: building the capacities of educators,

Second: qualifying an educational medium in order
to attract educators and build their characters.

8)Some parents and educators of Islamist
conservative inclination, have reservations regarding
modern education, are they contradictory?
Methods and approaches are not the ends
themselves, yet they are means to achieve those
ends; represented in human building as well as its
character. If educational and preaching methods
had been a revealed divine obligation, the Prophet
Muhammad (Peace be Upon Him) would have been
stated that in clear words.

The Muslim Nation has always been developing
and modifying all education, reform and Da’wah
methods over the long centuries. The religious
education, as an example, had undergone massive

changes in terms of structure, syllabus, and aids
according to the rapidly changing conditions in
course of time.

9)How can educators identify the Islamic approach
in education to apply it with their sons and learners?
I am not supporting highlighting the Islamic and
traditional education as an opposite to the modern
education, putting people between two choices only.
Of course, we need the religious education as
well as establishing it. We also need successful
human experiences from the past and present, to
employ the perfect models in a way that serves our
education project, as any Muslim should search for
wisdom wherever it was.

10)According to your own point of view, what are
the major challenges that educators face now, what
is the best approach to grapple with challenges?
There is a plethora of challenges that cannot be
defined in one interview but the following can solve
them partially

-Integrated education programs and approaches
-Self-habilitation and building capacities

-Resource and time management, particularly when
we recognize the fact that education is not main
occupation of some educators, but sometimes it is
marginalized.

The external pressures and their diversity,
which siege the educator and constrain his abilities
and some force him to demolish what he has already
established.

-Education programs are often less attractive that is
why educators may not employ them.

11)At the end, what is your recommendation you
would like to offer to the staff of Rawahel while they
are taking their first steps?

Continuity and determination you should keep. You
should specify your targets and bear a goodwill in
your hearts.

Dr. Muhammad bin Abdullah Al Dwaish, the chairman
of Almurrabi Foundation. He holds masters and PH.D of
education, Inam Muhammad bin Saud’s Islamic University.
He has been nominated to posts relevant to education and

pedagogy.

Al Dwaish has conducted a large number of courses and
training sessions at educational institutions, participated
in the compilation and development of the Ministry of
Education’s syllabus as well as Imam Muhammad bin
Saud’s and others. He is also a scholar and researcher in
educational curricula development.
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Translated by : Taherah Amer

Al Dwaish:
Educational
approaches

unfit to Muslim
societies’aspirations

Actual challenges
require more
decisive
resSponses

Rwahal has met Dr. Muhammad Bin Abdullah Al
Dwaish, the Chairman of Almurrabi Foundation. It
is proud to conduct the following interview with him.

1)Do you find yourself satisfied with the present
education systems in the Muslim World, whether in
schools or the various educational institutions? If not,
why?

In fact, | am not well satisfied with the actual
education system in the Muslim World, partly
because its inability to meet the aspirations of
Muslim societies. That education is the producer of
the good man, it is the key factor to change and
development in societies, when a society suffers
problems relevant to religious and worldly life; this
becomes an indicator on failure in attaining the
aspirations.

2)How can an educator build his/her capacities and
skills amid the open acculturation?

An educator needs to make painstaking efforts
to promote his expertise and dexterity, the most
prominent of which is the psychological development:
1)The erudite reading, which enhances the
individual knowledge development, this is why
reading in well-authored books with rich content
and concise language is crucial going parallel with
the independency from e-books, which provide
flimsy content and topics.

2)Following audiovisual programs of rich content
that are available online, disburdening the educator
from pursuing streaming regular times, which may
not be appropriate.

3)Meeting the prominent figures of mature and well-
informed culture for discussions and exchanging
experiences, which is very useful in building
capacities and changing thinking techniques.
4)Attending seminars and educational events:
conferences, symposiums, workshops, and training
programs etc..

5)Adopting self-reform, detecting the points of
imperfection, connectedness with peers and
colleagues for sharing expertise.

3- What are the most efficient tools that help an
educator in education?

The tools facilitating instruction are numerous,
including but not limited, teaching strategies,
learning activities, education and development
techniques....All constitute the crux kernel of this
discipline, with its subordinate branches.

It is quite fatiguing for an educator to be aware
of every bits and pieces, which is already not
expected as some educators themselves may be
students in different fields, including Islamic sciences,
engineering, medicine, administration while others
are employed in private sector etc. An educator
is required to apprehend all foundations, as well
as the most important approaches in psychology,
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