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le culte , et le culte avant le programme de la vie ,
et I'ensemble avant les parties , et la composition de
I'individu avant d’entrer dans les choses générales
. Ca confirme cette importance que le Prophéte
Mohamed - la paix soit sur lui - a invité de ce qui
est le plus important & ce qui est important pendant
cette période particuliére était - la paix soit sur lui
- se concentrer dans son appel a Dieu sur la foi
en Dieu , et son Unicité , et de conndaitre Dieu a
travers les phénoménes et les effets et se concentrer
également sur les postes allégations d’Aldahyran
et d’établir les arguments sur eux , et les deniers
de la résurrection et refuter leur insinuation , et
se concentrer ainsi que de démontrer le message
, et présentent ses caractéristiques , et exposent
I'ignorance ,et personnifier leur anaphylactique et
leur corruption .

Bien que le Prophéte - la paix soit sur lui - ne fut
pas le savant de croyances du peuple , judicieux
des conditions d’observation de I'ignorance , expert
d’habitudes de I’environnement ,qu’il n‘a pas
commencé par la réforme de la foi qui est dont le
plus important de son vue , et lorsqu’il se concentre
sur son appel sur ces questions qui lient la foie en
Dieu et I'Unicité du Créateur et qui sont liés a croire
les inconnus , méme si la population est entré dans
Ilslam et mixer la foi avec leur coeur , puis est
venue la phase importante , & savoir I'engagement
a I'lslam du people que la génétique du traitement
, et les principes de |’Etat , et les programmes de la
vie . C’est ca que le Prophéte -la paix soit sur lui - a
concentré pendant la période médinoise lorsqu’il a
établi les repéres de la société vertueux a Médine
aprés avoir réparé la doctrine de la nation , et établi
dans la foi de leurs enfants des inconnus .

Le prédicateur se trompe quand il est dans une
société qui condamne le communisme et va leur
parler sur le culte ou les programmes de la vie , ou
I’éthique de I'lslam laissant parler du plus important
, qui est , pour parler des arguments mentaux et
des preuves scientifiques que portés [’humain
& la connaissance de Dieu et son Unicité , et le
prédicateur peut discerner des versets de |'univers
exceptionnel , et les phénoménes de la vie créatrice
, et les paramétres de la configuration excates dans
la création de I’homme , et le plus dans le monde
inférieur et le monde supérieur et le monde de la
vie .

Le prédicateur se trompe aussi quand il est dans un
environnement qui condamne son peuple de |'lslam
, et surtout si subjuguer de caractére illettrée ,

I'apparence fongueux et la bonne direction et allez
leur parler des philosophies intellectuels mondiales
et les critique et les théories scientifiques moderns
, et la position de I'lslam sur eux , et les doctrines
sociales de présent et sa contradiction des uns avec
des autres , allez leur dire ceci laissant de parler de
plus important , qui est la science et I'apprentissage
,de I'éthique et del’embryogenése , la foi et ses
effets , le culte et son définition , et le traitement
et comment il est . Le prédicateur souhaité de
classer les sujets posés dans un environnement selon
I'importance pour faire face & un aprés |'autre au
bon moment pour les terminer .

Donc si le prédicateur ne soit pas sage ,il ne peut
pas réussir a se produire I'impact ni le changement
dans I'environnement si il ne sait pas comment il
commence et par oU commencer et quoi offrir et ce
que quoi retarder et aussi quelles sont les questions
qu’il donne de I'importance et la prorité I'un avant
I'autre et quelles sont les idées nécessaires posées
etcommence avec en bref : méme se transmettre
dans son appel de plus important & ce qui est
important .

Et tout cela ne venez pas & mentionner jusqu'il
étudie |'environnement dans le quel il appelle & Dieu
une étude complete et profonde , et sait tout sur les
idées de ses gens et leurs altitudes idéologiques et
leurs conditions sociales et leurs tendances morales
et leurs conditions culturelles ... Et par tout cela
le prédicateur peut les adresser par la mentalité
qu'ils comprennent et les idées qui interagissent par
rapport & leurs dges . Chacun selon son culture et &
chacun selon son engagement a I'lslam

Du logo, qui a levé par le seigneur des prédicateurs
- tendresse de Dieu et la priére soit sur lui - pour étre
les partisans de tous les temps et les lieux marchant
guidé sur lui et un phare illumines de sa lumiére : «
Ordonnée ...peut render les gens que leurs esprits
«, « Mise A Jour les gens de cequ’ils savent; aimez-
vous decontester Allah et son messager 2 «
Assurez-vous mon frére le prédicateur a marcher
dans l'intimation de I'appel de commencer par le
plus important puis ce qui est important ... C’est un
approche vertical dessiné par le Prophéte de I'lslam
- tendresse de Dieu et les priéres soient sur lui -
comme je I'ai appris que si vous avez effectué , vous
devenez des éniments prédicateurs qui ont dans
le domaine de I'impact de la réforme d’un effet
remarquable et a préconiser le changement sur le
terrain .



COMMENCER AVEC

LE PLUS IMPORTANT

AVANT CE QUI EST IMPORTANT

b o |
(-.;_.j ABDALLAH NASSEH ELWAN
¥

Traduit par: Reham Youssef Hussein

Le prédicateur ne parvient pas a sa vocation
et ne peut pas réussir a sa notification sans connaitre
ses invités et comment il les invite 2 et quoi leur
offrir 2 et en quoi il se retarde 2 et les problémes
pour les quels il donne de I'importance et la priorité
des uns que les autres 2 et ce qui est nécessaire des
idées posées 2 et de quoi il va commencer 2

Cette méthode consiste d appeler - la méthode de
commencer avec le plus important avant ce qui est
important - est surtout la facon dont le Prophéte
Mohamed, la paix soit sur lui et ceux qui le suivaient
, cheikhs et d’autres ont été chassés d’lbn Abbas
,qu’Allah soit satisfait d’eux - que le Messager
d’Allah, la paix soit sur lui - quand il a envoyé

Moaaz au Yémen ,il lui dit : « Vous fournissez les
gens du livre , que ce soit la premiére chose que
vous |’ invitez le témoignage qu’il n’y a pas d’autre
dieu qu’Allah et que je suis le Messager de Dieu ,
s'ils obéissent , enseignez- leur que Dieu suppose les
cinq priéres chaque jour et de nuit , s’ils obéissent
,enseignez- leur que Dieu leur a assumé la charité ,
tire de leur richesse et compte tenu de leurs pauvres
, s'ils obéissent , prennez-les , et aspirent les biens
de leur argent , la peur de l'opprimé et qu’il n’y a
pas entre eux et Dieu voile . «

De ce texte , on peut voir : que le prédicateur qui
commence par le plus important puis ce qu’il est
important , commencant dans I'appel & la foi avant



diversity that suits
o the variant skills and
capacities, this what
the companions of
Prophet Muhammad
(Peace be upon him)
apprehended at first
sight. However, his
extolment wasn't
taken for granted
and dealt with as

medal of honor
over chests, giving
them privilege

over others. Rather
they responded
to extolment with
further work,
sacrifice and
granting. Let’'s see
these examples of
praise in the life of
Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him)

Abu Bakr As-Siddiq
(May  Allah  be
pleased with him),
had always taken
sincere positions in
adversities, this was
clearly manifested
in the death of
the Prophet (peace be upon him), he started to
placate people telling them, “He who worships
Muhammad, Muhammad is now dead, and he who
worships Allah, He is Ever Living and never dies,”
and during the War of Apostasy, he said “even if
they prevented me a headband of a camel they used
to give to Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
(As an almsgiving obligation), | would fight them”

Umar ibn Al Kattab was called “Al Farouq”
(May Allah be pleased with him), lived his life
differentiating firmly between truth and falsehood.
Mu’ath ibn Jabal (May Allah be pleased with him),
was the “Best knower of what is halal and haram”
and later on he was promoted and assigned to
preach, judge, and deliver fatwas in Yemen, that
was under the dominance of the Persian culture,
which required a highly specialized scholar to
judge. Another example, Bilal ibn Rabah (May
Allah be pleased with him) was gifted a sonorous
voice, which qualified him to be the Muzzein. And
this is Khalid ibn Al Walid (Who was called the
Drawn Sword of Allah), was the hero of Yarmouk

and other battels, for his peerless military expertise
and professional army leadership.

We can also see other companions who didn‘t excel
in specific fields, yet they were significantly influential
in others, Hassan Ibn Thabit, wasn’t skillful at Jihad
and battlefields, however as a media professional
he succeeded, for that Prophet Muhammad (Peace
be upon him) appointed him in media-like position,
he described Hassan’s speech, “By God his speech
is like a storm of darts”. Abu Hurairah was skillful
at memorizing the tradition (Hadith), later on he
became the narrator of Hadith.

Even sometimes throughout the Prophet’s life, we
can see his supplication on strengthening a certain
faculty or skill, in order to create an influence, like
when he prayed for Abdullah ibn Abbas (May Allah
be pleased with him), saying, “O Allah, strengthen
his knowledge in religion and teach him exegesis”
and in course of days, he was titled “the Ink of the
Nation and the interpreter of Qur’an”

In recruitment process there is no room for courtesy
or favoritism, and this is for the common weal.
Once, Abu Dhar (May Allah be pleased with him),
said, “O Messenger of Allah, won't you assign me
a duty? He patted over his shoulders and said, “O
Abu Dhar, you are strenghtless and this is a trust”

Umar would have been appointed as muezzin, and
Mu’ath an army commander, and Ibn Al Walid as
a Mufti, but their performance could have never
been equivalent to their professionalism in their
profession. Some people can perform at %80 in
his specialization, and when assigned to another
different one he scores %20.

Similarly, in our countries some faculties are
doomed to waste and some capacities are still
intact, the Ummah is in dire need for, and if they
are not invested they sink in oblivion. Some people
had skills and talents and when theirs are wrongly
invested and lack promotion, they fade and vanish.
Had they find a nurturing source, they would flourish
and become an asset.

Building a brilliant civilization with a breakthrough
in knowledge and science requires mutual efforts,
integration of skills and huge preparations to
complement roles and invest potentials with both
time and effort efficiency.

d_ilo Juls yul il Lo_il

48




THE PROPHET EDIFIES...

INVESTMENT OF CAPACITIES

BY: KHALID AL BAKR
TRANSLATED BY : TAHERA AAMER

Within every single community, there
are variant capacities, skills and potentials that
characterize its people, as God has created mankind
with variant livelihood, Allah the Almighty says,
“Do they distribute the mercy of your Lord? It is We
who have apportioned among them their livelihood
in the life of this world and have raised some of
them above others in degrees [of rank] that they
may make use of one another for service. But the
mercy of your Lord is better than whatever they
accumulate.”

Accordingly, an enlightened nation is the one that
invests its immense talents and capacities towards
creativity to accomplish further progress, and rise as
an influential player in all disciplines of knowledge
and arts. Such nation even is keen to invest all
sorts of capacities for the well-being and influence
significantly in the journey of nations and peoples.

Prophet Joseph (Peace be upon him) said, «Appoint
me over the storehouses of the land. Indeed, | will
be a knowing guardian.» He sought to be assigned
in what he masters and knows entirely to solve a
smothering crisis afflicing Old Egypt, and he did
put it off. The King of Egypt would have named a
relative of his cortege as widely observed since
Joseph was just an unnoted servant that has been
recently released from jail and couldn’t be in match
with the King’s servants and collateral relatives. Yet,

ii
‘ ‘

o

the King was aware of the critical situation of the
country and he needed the right man for the right
position.

The right evaluation of capacities of each human,
and assigning every man to the appropriate position,
was perfectly managed by the Prophet Muhammad
(Peace be Upon Him), and herein the very genius
leadership is manifested.

If we regarded attentively the statements of praise
and laudation that He (peace be upon him)
bestowed upon his companions (May Allah be
pleased with them), which could be interpreted as
an investment for their talents or a kind of soothing
their ruffled feathers. He considered diversity in
physical and mental capabilities, that had nothing to
do with their noble descent, race, color or gender.
The Prophet (peace be upon him) acted as a role
model in the wisest investment of capacities. He was
the most prudent of mankind in appointing the right
man for the right position

If we considered the extolment expressions he used
to deliver to his companions, one can sense the




to appeal to the UN for some rights!

RAWAHEL:

In your own point of view, what are the grounds of
renaissance that intelligentsia and reformists should
have prioritized?

Foremost, renaissance needs a kind of ember to
stimulate (spiritual tension) as Mallik bin Nabi said.
Only religion can enkindle, unlike abstract thinking
and theories.

Let's say that the root cause of decadence is
despotism, leading us to the question: Why
subjugation to despotism2 Where is the reconciliation
between faith and will2 A Muslim can be good but
not a social or cultural reformer, in other words,
a person who performs uninfluential deeds. The
influential doer who shaped civilization during its
glory was the mentor who built characters and
stroke a balance between faith and conduct in one
hand, knowledge and work on the other.

Second, a key reason behind renaissance is
comprehensiveness and integration, it’s not an
individual task, and by necessity not the sole concern
of a society or a state. Rather, all should work in
harmony, agreement and mutuality similarly; as
you cannot only construct a school without hospital,
mosque, institution or promote philanthropy, all
ought to be integrated for one purpose.

As part of harmony; political reform and occupation
with public affairs should be observed, and
this contradicts with Sheikh Muhammad Abdo’s
pessimistic judgment that “politics is rotten”.

Third, founded on faith; Islamic civilization was
neither socio-economic nor political. And the
Muslim nation is earnestly religious, and its scholars
are pioneers and represent authority. Those who
are assigned with enlightening and spreading
knowledge among all classes. This is the very
essence of renaissance; to preserve the cultural
security, curb ignorance levels among people about
their present and future. All Revivalist projects and
approaches failed in presenting the serious role of
scholars.

Fourth: During that era, a movement appeared
in attempt to catch up with West (wholeheartedly
for and against), and its pioneers still persistent at
the moment, while another movement appeared in
an attempt to cling to Islamic culture and identity
along with benefiting from Western knowledge
breakthrough. The later constitutes the vast
majority of the Ummah , yet it is still captivated
and beleaguered within the bounds of Western
epistemology, rendering Western democracy as
Islamic Shura, socialism as social justice, Human
Rights of West are outperformed by Islamic human

rights with some minor differences in ramifications”,
the same applies to citizenship and freedom etc..

Indeed, neither the first studied the essence of
the Western experience nor the later examined
the experience in terms of methodology and
epistemology in depth.

Amid such intellectual conflict, concepts should have
been differentiated and a clarification of truth should
have been introduced, through introducing the roots
of Islamic culture, and now we are suffering these
woes.

RAWAHEL:

“Human Building”... are the bases of building
Muslim human had undergone extermination to the
extent of being unable to form a revival, or even
respond to the revivalist calls over the last decade?
The real crisis here is “Man”2

The bases of building a Muslim human are not fully
abolished, and the evidence is that the nowadays
Muslim can easily get involved once more in a newly
preached revivalist project. We can also witness
the Muslim family still preserving Islamic ethos and
ties, mercy still present among Muslim community.
Decadence is not at full range, yet the foundations
suffer defamation and derangement in terms of
misapprehension and schizophrenia by the hands of
a brute onslaught to dismantle Islamic culture and
faith, especially in pedagogical curricula devised
by westernized and secularist classes to the extent
any Muslim grows unaware of his/her history and
civilization save some sparse incidents.

In addition, our tradition has not undergone a
purification process to eliminate Persian and
Israelite falsifications and unauthentic narrations.
Some Revivalist pioneers who were aping the
Ummah’s faith and embraced its culture were in
a position of spiritual defeat, which in turn forced
them to construe verses and traditions to adapt with
Western ethos or respond to its the attacks on Islam.
Even some resorted to embracing consentingly
Western episteme but not before cladding them with
“Islamic” label!!

Revivalist Muslim movements tried to modify
such trend and made efforts to bring up stronger
generations, but still this needs time.

RAWAHEL:

In one of your articles, you’ve mentioned that the
Ummah is suffering the absence of a fullfledged
project, saving it out of its enemy’s grip and the state
of floundering, such a holistic project that combines
specializations, funding and management...What
are the key features of such a project?
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Welcome Dr. Muhammad in the second
volume of Rawahel magazine, we are honored to
have this interview with you

RAWAHEL:

A century had elapsed like a twinkling of an eye or
less, 100 years consumed in research, prospection,
and exploration of tradition in depth to glean the
reasons behind renaissance and Muslim Ummah
progress. All this long time was spent in scrutiny
and building strong generations, however, the
ramifications -as you know- developed more
contentious issues, in line with a running avalanche
of debacles siriking the Muslim nation, and
renaissance is getting more unreachable...What do
you think is going on?

Certainly, the bygone 100 years or more, and the
discourse of renaissance and reform still debated.
What Muhammad Rashid Reda  complained
about Muslim division and weakness still ongoing,
same applies to the writings of Shukaib Arslan on
despotism in his quest of Muslim decadence and the
revival of other nations. The past Muslim countries-
blessed by robust economy- had been lenders now
they became borrowers with massive imports. Same
demands are still raised; namely the rule of Shari’a,
political freedom and liberation from foreign grip.
Absolutely, the cultural shock from the West's
scientific, economic and political breakthrough
awakened Muslims to see their real decadence and
observe challenges. However, methodological and
epistemological tools should have been employed
to examine strengths of the West and weaknesses
of Orient, but instead, every reformist group rushed
into the “pharmacy” for remedies of dozens of

INTERVIEW WITH A MENTOR
100 YEARS OF DEBATED RENAISSANCE...

WHAT ARE
THE RAMIFICATIONS?!

TRANSLATED BY : TAHERA AAMER

diseases “without diagnosis by a veteran”, as the
Algerian Thinker Malik bin Nabi described.
Collective and individual efforts had been
infroduced, some of which ceased to affect while
others faltered. However, such efforts were not
integrated and lacked an order of priorities, since
some intelligentsia and pioneers of renaissance
plunged into refuting Western and orientalist
onslaught, introducing massive apologetic and
defensive efforts, without moving to the grounding
position, and this resulted in passive activism that
faded quickly. Rather, a thorough contemplation
and effective problem solving would have produced
positive fruits.

Some were enchanted by Western ethos, Rifaah Al
Tahtawy - as an example- wrote about Paris (The
Capital of Lights) while French guns were levelling
Algerian villages in 1839, this generation was
deluded by conceptual evasiveness of terminology:
the concept of development was taken for granted
wholeheartedly, without fathomable attempts to
define implications, does development refer to
materialistic growth or rather different issues?
Why did Muslims stand in the face of the most
ferocious colonialist countries in the 18the century
and the beginnings of the 19th2 Simply, because
that was a generation that hadn’t surrender to the
westernization process

The established Azhar resisted the French campaign
on Egypt; however, after westernization hit Egypt
with the assistance of Muhammad Ali Pasha of
Egypt, the British mandate colonized effortlessly,
and in course of time, later generations’ high goal is




theoretical? Their lives sometimes were not in accord
to their preaching for a Muslim lifestyle? Hadn't they
showed discrepancies driving their followers to the
rock bottom?

Undoubtedly, the heavy burden of reform is in the
hands of reformists, scholars and intelligentsia,
if they are no longer role models, their influence
would be of no significance. Of course, we cannot
employ generalization, as many preachers and
scholars were devoted in bringing up generations,
spreading awareness and knowledge. What should
be worked over and criticized the approaches
adopted in education and instruction, which lacked
integration and prudence sometimes, what you have
noted about their tendency towards theorization.
We can also say that some Scholars’ actions
confounded their words, which triggered a bad
impression among people about Muslim scholars
and preachers.

It is not sufficient to have a role model mentor,
pointed at by fingers especially among youth, rather
we expect more. This is a normal, and our history
abounds in role models.

RAWAHEL:

How can intelligentsia and scholars frame new
thought responsive to present challenges and at the
same time evade the blights associated with their
earlier thoughts?

The new approach that reformers are asked to
frame:

First: Conduct a thorough and conscientious revision
for thoughts and ideas that were propounded for
their time and in course of days they proved to be
of irrelevance to ours. Also, they were primarily
inaccurate in terms of methodology. We are in
need for a devout and earnest revision for pioneer
writings and thoughts introduced by great figures,
and this not a kind of vituperation, truth must be
clarified.

Second: Renovation cannot be introduced to Islam
itself, because it is a clear established religion,
however, the revival and reform can be achieved
through the right reference and adhesion to

perceiving it in the light of our needs. This can come
real through reading the great works of notable
earlier and later Muslim scholars and authorities,
and try to apply them on reality.

There are avant-gardes that Muslims still haven’t
benefited from their works like the writings of Rachid
Reda, Abdul Hamid bin Badis, At-Tahir Ibn Ashour,
Al Bachir Al lbrahimi and Muhammad Abdullah
Diraz.. and others

Third: A due attention to Principles of Shari’a
(Maqasid As-Sharia) and its rules in line with
educational reform through the scholars who
specialized in these domains including At-Tahir lbn
Ashour and Alal Al-Fasi.

Fourth: We should examine the efforts that sought
applying Islam in the Modern world and figure
out the reasons behind failure and partial success.
All these elements can contribute to develop a
methodology in knowledge and practice compliant
to the invariants of Sharia and its legal principles.
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In fact, a fullfledged project is the one that brings
together scholars, specializations, funding, and
effective management, in which the thinkers would
assume planning and theorizing while financiers
provide support through funding, all of them work
for realizing the goals. Funding is crucial and should
be channeled appropriately unless the Ummah
will be impacted adversely. | do not refer to public
projects for common weal, | mean investing in
effective development. In the Prophet Muhammad’s
(peace be upon him) life- as a model- we can touch
the influence of money in the figure of the wealthy
Uthman ibn Affan (May Allah be pleased with him)
for establishing a state in Medina. Scholars and
people of specializations come first in assessing
the priorities of Ummah. A key factor bolstering
the West’s outperformance in the modern world
is the good channeling of funds in major projects
along with the state’s support to people of financial
adequacy. From our modern examples, the Senussi
movement showed relatively a model mutuality
between scholarship, leadership and wealth.

People of those times were far from being wholly
engaged in lavishness or austerity. Among other
undeniable facts, thethen most outstanding
universities were civil endowed facilities, as well as
in Europe (Oxford University).

RAWAHEL:

Over 100 years, the Ummah- with its whole faculties
and potentials- failed to observe its revivalist
projecté!

Some partial projects were established, indeed,
and benefited societies and charitable schools, also
such projects encouraged diversified missions of
students for knowledge that were beneficial to the
whole Ummah, but to my own knowledge, no major
projects brought scholars, leaders and adequate
funding together. | don’t believe that the Ummah
is incapable of bringing major projects into light,
goodness is prevalent, but the root cause of failure is
lack of effective leadership that can incorporate the
three angles, which in turn poses a real challenge in
the face of Muslim societies.

RAWAHEL:

How can we reform such mentality and spirit

deformed by colonialism?!

If you mean westernization or aping western culture,
undoubtedly the influence was touched bluntly
among some intelligentsia and the later generations
addressed by them, which in turn drives us away
from the essence of our project and civilization.
Remarkably, when an epistemological “fad”
appears in west, simultaneously transmitted to those
who call themselves thinkers-here- starting examining
it and during their emulation another fad is posed
by West, forcing the so-called thinkers to jump from
Romanticism to Structuralism to Deconstructionism
and so on.

Unfortunately, this fashion proves subordination
and blindfold emulation, which they deny.
Westernization is not the only cause that distorted
the Muslim personality, other domestic factors not
stemming from colonialism share the guilt, including
decadence, lack of revival and fresh judgments by
scholars (ljtihad) that inundated the Muslim Ummah.
Although, Islam is a glorious religion, there are
impurities that were introduced to it and prejudiced
its integrity like devious branches and false credos.
This brings about the question, how can we protect
ourselves and how to carry out reform for intellect
until a Muslim becomes enlightened with the clear
proof, abandon subordination and curious presence
among other indifferent circles.

| believe reforming the Muslim personality in terms
of intellect, spiritualty can be primarily achieved
through mastery of Qur’an by reflection, study, and
apprehension, as Qur’an refines the personality
to grasp all life aspects through a right vision,
producing an effective and balanced character.
Through these tools, we refer back to the clear well,
and purify the reasoning from flaws, including the
dominance of materialism, cult of personality or the
love of easy-comes. Such a personality can grapple
with the reality through Islamic texts, whereupon it
can be able to detect what suits us (as a nation), and
neglect what is indifferent from other nations.

RAWAHEL:

Do not you believe that reformers and mentors are
held accountable at large scale for such fall back
in the Muslim World2 They had been too much
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